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Piers Townley
experienced magazine & newspaper 
lifestyle journalist & editor

Skills  
at a glance

Work History

Editor (February 2009–Present)
Wizz Air inflight magazine
INK Publishing 
London, england

•	 Tasked with relaunching the inflight magazine of 
one of Europe's premier low-cost airlines, taking 
it through a format change and overseeing a new 
concept for the editorial and design

•	 Instigating a change to a dual language content to 
assist in the airline's brand development

•	 Sourcing new European journalists and contributors

Editor (April 2007–February 2009)
easyJet inflight magazine
INK Publishing 
London, england

•	 Managing the eight-strong editorial team, the 
budgets and overseeing the entire production process

•	 Liaising with over 120 writers, photographers and PR 
agencies across Europe

•	 Sourcing and writing innovative editorial feature 
ideas from over 100 destinations

•	 Developing and repositioning the magazine to 
include A-list profiles, news and reportage features 

•	 Ensuring the magazine maintains the client's 
editorial and brand directions

•	 Contributing copy and video to the magazine's 
associated website

Deputy editor (Nov 2004–April 2007)
easyJet & Go inflight magazines
INK Publishing 
London, england

•	 Assisting with repositioning the easyJet inflight 
magazine and overseeing format and size changes

•	 Tightening easyJet's editorial process from content 
writing, proofing and layout schedules, to final pages

•	 Sourcing content and assisting the launch of 
American airline inflight magazine, Go

•	 Sourcing new European and US editorial talent

Freelance (August 1996–Present)
Various publications & formats
Uk & international

•	 Specialising in travel and lifestyle features and 
interviews, technology, unusual sports and music

• 	 Editorial and advertorial campaign work
•   Published work in The Times, The Daily Record, 

Metro, London Lite, Jack, NME, Nuts, Flipside, 
Tiscali, CNN Traveller, Little White Lies and others

editor (Sept 2003–May 2004)
Sorted magazine
Sorted communications

Brighton, england

•	 Editor of the launch of a teen lifestyle magazine 
aimed at 14-16-year-old boys

•	 Managing a 15-strong editorial team
•	 Publicising the magazine's launch on national and 

regional television and radio
•	 Liasising with government bodies and institutions to 

gain support for editorial content and placement

Section editor (Jan 1997–Sept 2003)
loaded magazine
IPc Media publishing 
London, england

•	 Promoted from editorial assistant since 1995 to 
section editor of the iconic UK lifestyle title

•	 Responsible for the last third of the magazine, the 
Hedonists' Handbook, which included celebrity 
interviews, sports, reportage, films, games and music

•	 Writing content and managing flatplans, one shots, 
deadlines, time zones and budgets

Previously...

Manchester Metropolitan University 
manchester, England

•	 A variety of in-house magazine publications plus TV 
production, creative and reportage courses as part of, 
and outside of, a BA Hons English degree

Professional Experience

Education

	 Magazine, newspaper 
& website journalism & 
broadcast soundbites 

	 loaded, The Daily Record, 
Metro, London Lite, easyJet, 
CNN Traveller, Tiscali, NME, 
Flipside, The Times & others

	 Skilled with digital 
photography

	O ver 12 years of staff 
editorial and freelance 
experience

	E xperienced at creating 
feature wishlists to proofed 
and published pages

	 Strong creative skills, 
leadership of editorial teams 
and organisational abilities

	R esourceful and intuitive
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he Uros archipelago, a collection of islands 

in the Bay of Chucuito at the northwestern 

corner of Lake Titicaca, is a precarious  

gem in Peru’s multifaceted crown of cul-

tural and historical heritage. Here, the last 

surviving Uros Indians eke out a threadbare 

existence, constantly battling the elements and the 

double-sided effect of the tourist dollar. Theirs  is 

an ancient culture that has changed little in 

centuries, but one that now faces the dual 

challenges of commercialism and the pull 

of the Peruvian mainland.

Less than an hour’s boat ride from the bus-

tling docks of the city of Puno, the archipelago is 

relatively sheltered in its bay, framed by impos-

ing landscapes to the west and the mountains 

of Bolivia across Lake Titicaca to the east. The 

vastness of the lake, the world’s highest navigable 

body of water at over 3,810m above sea level, has 

a unique allure that greets the altitude-affected 

traveller. Masked by a sea of reeds, the islands 

appear to glide into view, teeming with huts, teth-

ered boats, communal areas and the weathered, 

smiling faces of the inquisitive locals.  

As a woman, I 
can’t imagine not 

being able to have a 

caesarean section if 

I was having an 

obstructed labour
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